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Area News

Acevedo Ruled Incompgtent To Stand Tril

Povabhracrn Joumal 37

By .GEORGE BERNSTEIN
Journal Sta!f Writer

County Judge Raymond E. Aldrich
has ruled that Louis O. Acevdo III is
an ‘'incapacitated person’” and
cannot stand trial for the murder of
Shelley Sperling, a Marist College
coed who was shot to death in
February, 1975.

Judge Aldrich ordered Acevedo
recommitted to the custody of the
State Department of Mental Hveiene.
which will probably remand him o a
psychiatric center for treatment. He
has been held in the Dutchess County
Jail.

Judge Aldrich’'s decision, handed
down this morning, foilowed a three-
day competency hearing ordered by
the judge after defense psychiatrists
claimed the 2l-year-old Mahopac
man's mental condition had
deteriorated again since his release
from a mental institution earlier this
year.

It was Acevedo's third court-
ordered competency hearing. After
his first hearing. early last year, he
was found incompetent to stand trial
and he was committed to Mid-Hudson
Psychiatric Center at New Hampton,

He was released from there earhier
this year after he was prenounced
competent by psychiatrists. Judge
Aldrich held a second hearing n
January, and found Acevedo com-
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The hearings had nothing to do with
Acevedo’s sanity at the time of the
irder, but only dealt with

his current mental state and his
ability o help prepare his own
defense.

Court-appointed  psychiatrists
previously diagnosed Acevedo as a
chronic paranoid schizophrenic,

Miss Sperling, 17, was shot three
times with a .32 caliber pistol on Feb.
13, 1875, Her bedy was found by police
after they stormed the Marist College

food service office, where she
allegedly had been chased by
Acevedo.

. Acevedo, who was her former boy
friend, reportedly was found in the
office rocking in'a chair, looking at
color photographs of Miss Sperling
and himself, with the empty gun on
the desk in front of him,

There was no immediate indication
how long it might be before Acevedo
is found able to stand trial, if ever,



